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A New Approach to Child Poverty in Viet Nam
High-Level Conference

November 26-27, 2009

Sheraton Hotel, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

	This concept note presents the detailed outline of a high-level conference on child poverty policies for Viet Nam, organised by the Ministry of Planning and Investment, Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs, and UNICEF Viet Nam. The 1.5-day conference will gather researchers, policy-makers, development partners and practitioners from in- and outside Viet Nam to translate recent conceptual and research work on child poverty into concrete policy options that contribute to improved child well-being in Viet Nam. The conference program will first address the current state of the art on conceptualising and measuring child poverty, globally and in Viet Nam. It will then examine the gaps in existing policies with a focus on socio-economic and poverty reduction policies in Viet Nam. The conference will also discuss relevant international experiences and good examples, which can assist Viet Nam in addressing remaining challenges in order to achieve the necessary policy changes to reduce child poverty.


I. RATIONALE 

It is now widely recognised at the global level that child poverty is qualitatively different from adult poverty or household poverty as conventionally measured by most countries. 

“Children living in poverty are deprived of nutrition, water and sanitation facilities, access to basic health-care services, shelter, education, participation and protection, and while a severe lack of goods and services hurts every human being, it is most threatening and harmful to children, leaving them unable to enjoy their rights, to reach their full potential and to participate as full members of the society”.
 

Child poverty is more than just a lack of money/income. Income poverty is only one form of deprivation that children may experience. The monetary approach of measuring poverty (using a poverty line) gives little consideration to household structure, gender, age and children’s needs which are different from those of adults. It essentially does not recognise the unique nature and impact of poverty on children.

Children who grow up in poverty are more likely to be poor in adulthood as well. Investing in reducing or eliminating child poverty now is therefore the smartest investment in reducing overall poverty, and contributing to socio-economic growth. 

In Viet Nam, two decades of rapid economic growth and progressive state policies have contributed to significant declines in poverty. But child poverty in Viet Nam today is almost certainly more prevalent and severe than is commonly believed. This is because existing methods and techniques used to measure child poverty in Viet Nam, focusing on children living in households defined as poor according to the national monetary poverty line, are in practice inadequate and have important limitations. Furthermore, in the context of the current global economic crisis, the Government of Viet Nam is putting in place new measures designed to reduce poverty and protect the most vulnerable groups from the worst impacts of the crisis. However, these measures are relying on traditional monetary methods of calculating poverty, meaning that they are not capturing the specificities of child poverty. New policies and programmes to mitigate the impact of the economic crisis on the poor may therefore overlook children who live in poverty – the group which is arguably most affected by it. 

Thus, in Viet Nam, there is an urgent need to think about child poverty in a new and innovative way, including using child-specific measures of child poverty, and new ways of integrating child poverty concerns into the design and implementation of public policies.

This conference is an effort to help address this need, by bringing together the latest knowledge and expertise from different stakeholders to examine Viet Nam's public policies in the area of poverty reduction, and identify ways to re-position child poverty at the core of this policy framework.

II. OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

Objectives

The conference seeks to reach high-level consensus and support to integrate a multidimensional child poverty approach into the national policy response, with a particular focus on socio-economic development plans, national poverty reduction policies and strategies in Viet Nam. 

It will bring together new evidence and analysis from Viet Nam and other countries and encourage focused discussion around key policy issues and options on how policies can most effectively eliminate child poverty and reduce disparities in an integrated and comprehensive manner, especially in the public policy process of planning, targeting, budgeting, monitoring and evaluation and analysis.

The conference expects to contribute to:

· A common understanding among policy makers of the new multidimensional approach to and measurements of child poverty; 

· Better knowledge of opportunities and constraints/gaps for reducing child poverty and disparities within Viet Nam's existing policy initiatives relevant to poverty reduction; 

· Concrete ideas and recommendations to strengthen Viet Nam's efforts on reduction of child poverty.

III. STRUCTURE OF THE CONFERENCE 

Chair: The conference will be co-chaired by the leaders from the Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA), the Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI), and UNICEF Viet Nam.

Time: November 26-27, 2009 (1.5 days).
Location: Sheraton Hotel, Hanoi, Viet Nam  

A New Approach to Child Poverty in Viet Nam

High-Level Conference 
November 26-27, 2009, Sheraton Hotel, Ha Noi, Viet Nam

PROGRAM 
	DAY 1




	8:00 – 8:30
	Registration of participants 



	
	OPENING SESSION


	8:30-9:10

	Leader, Ministry of Labour, Invalids, and Social Affairs (MOLISA)

Leader, Ministry of Planning & Investment (MPI)
Dr. Festo Kavishe, UNICEF Deputy Regional Director, East Asia and Pacific Regional Office (EAPRO) 



	9:10-10:00
	THE NEW CONTEXT OF CHILD POVERTY


	
	Key note address:  Professor Sir Richard Jolly, Institute of Development Studies -  Sussex , and the UN Intellectual History Project 
“Pioneering ideas for child poverty”

Q&A/Discussion



	10:00 – 10:30
	BREAK



	10:30 -12:30
	BLOCK I: NEW APPROACHES TO CHILD POVERTY


	
	Chair: Vice Minister, MOLISA and Representative, UNICEF Viet Nam
Dr. Mahesh Patel, UNICEF : “Global rethinking of child poverty” 

Social Protection Dept, Ministry of Labour, Invalids, and Social Affairs – Viet Nam, “The process of developing a multidimensional approach to child poverty in Viet Nam”

Dr. Chris de Neubourg, Maastricht Graduate School of Governance, Maastricht University: “Measuring multidimensional child poverty in Viet Nam: methodology and policy conclusions”
Dr. Jo Boyden, Young Lives, University of Oxford, “Young Lives: children's experience of poverty, their aspirations and prospects for the future”
Q&A/Discussion



	12:30 – 13:45

	LUNCH

	13:45 – 15:15
	BLOCK II: CHILDREN IN THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENDA
 

	
	Chair: Vice Minister, MPI and Deputy Representative, UNICEF Viet Nam
Dr. Jonathan Pincus, Harvard University: "What We Don't Know WILL Hurt Us: Mobility, Instability and Child Poverty in Vietnam"
Ministry of Planning & Investment – Viet Nam, “Integration of children’s issues into the Socio-Economic Development Plan 2006-2010 and the orientations for the next period”
Bureau for Children, Ministry of Labour, Invalids, and Social Affairs – Viet Nam, “Application of a child poverty approach to national policies and strategies for children”
Q&A/Discussion



	15:15-15:45
	BREAK



	15:45-17:30
	BLOCK II  - continued - 


	
	Chair: Vice Minister, MPI and Deputy Representative, UNICEF Viet Nam
Dr. Alberto Minujin, New School University and Columbia University, “Child Poverty, Equity and Social Protection. What is the role of Conditional Cash Transfers (CCTs)?”
Ministry of Education and Training – Viet Nam, “Integration of child poverty approach into education plans and strategies” (TBC)
Ministry of Health – Viet Nam, “Integration of child poverty approach into health and nutrition plans and strategies”
Committee for Ethnic Minorities – Viet Nam, “Poverty of ethnic minority children in Viet Nam”  

Q&A/Discussion 

Child Poverty in Viet Nam video screening 


	DAY 2 




	08:30-10:15
	BLOCK III: CHILD-CENTRED SOCIAL PROTECTION



	
	Chair:  Vice Minister, MOLISA and UNICEF Deputy Representative
Dr. Michael Samson, Economic Policy Research Institute:  “Child-centred social protection and broader national development priorities”
Dr. Andres Hijuelos, Advisor of The National Coordinator of "Oportunidades" Programme in Mexico, “Adoption of multidimensional approach to poverty and experiences with Opportunidades cash transfer programme”

Dr. Nguyen Lan Huong, Institute of Labour Science  and Social Affairs – Viet Nam: “National social protection strategy– to what extent can it respond to multidimensional child poverty?” 
Victoria Kwakwa, World Bank, “Child-sensitive social protection” (TBC)

Q&A/Discussion



	10:15-10:45
	BREAK


	10:45-11:45
	BLOCK IV: REMAINING CHALLENGES AND NEXT STEPS ON CHILD POVERTY IN VIET NAM

	
	Chair: Jesper Morch, Representative, UNICEF Viet Nam 
Expert panel  – interactive discussion: Vice Minister (MOLISA), leader from MPI, Richard Jolly, Jonathan Pincus, Chris de Neubourg, Jo Boyden
· Key guest speakers intervene for 5 minutes on 2-3 ideas they followed throughout the conference

· Audiences share their questions/reflections 

· Proposed key policy recommendations for Viet Nam 



	11:45-12:00
	CONCLUDING SESSION



	
	Chair: Jean Dupraz, Deputy Representative, UNICEF Viet Nam  and Vice Minister, MOLISA
Mme Minister Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan - Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs: “Closing remarks and commitment”

Jesper Morch, UNICEF Viet Nam: “Concluding remarks and commitments”


	12:00
	Lunch
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