
 

 
 
  

 
CLIMATE CHANGE, CITIES AND  
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT 
 
November 19, 2015 
4:00pm - 6:30pm 
 
The New School, Wollman Hall,                            
65 West 11th Street, 5th floor, New York City 

 

 
  
 
 
Program 
 
3:45pm Registration 
 
4:00pm Welcome Remarks: Mary Watson, Executive Dean of Public Engagement,  

The New School  
Mary R. Watson was appointed Executive Dean of Public Engagement in July 2014 
and leads the founding division of The New School with the aim of advancing its  
innovative approaches to action oriented, engaged learning in the world. Watson is a 
worldwide leader in university networks advancing higher education change, including 
the 50+20 Management Education Initiative and the Ashoka Changemaker initiative.  

 
4:05pm Introduction: Alberto Minujin, Executive Director, Equity for Children 

Alberto Minujin is a professor at the Studley Graduate Program in International Affairs 
under the Schools of Public Engagement at The New School, with a special focus on 
topics related to social policy and childrenʼs rights, founder of Equity for Children and 
director of The New Schoolʼs International Field Program (IFP) in Buenos Aires,  
Argentina.  He is a member of the Observatory on Latin America.  

 
4:10pm  Contextualizing Climate Change, Cities and Youth Engagement:  

Sheridan Bartlett, Co-Editor, Environment and Urbanization 
Sheridan Bartlett is Co-Editor of the journal Environment and Urbanization at the  
International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) in London, England 
and a research associate at the Childrenʼs Environments Research Group at CUNY 
Graduate Center in New York.  

 
4:25pm Presentations and Panel Discussion: Youth-Led Initiatives and Projects, mod-

erated by Samantha Cocco-Klein, Senior Advisor, Equity for Children  
• Zakeeyah Harris and Jefferson Diaz, Ironbound Community Corporation (ICC) 
• Amanda Cronin, iMatter 
• Alex Loznak, Our Childrenʼs Trust 
• Anze Zadel, Amenawon Solar School Initiative (2014 New Challenge project) 

 
Samantha Cocco-Klein is a Global Urban Futures Fellow and PhD student at the 
Milano School of International Affairs, Management and Urban Policy.  For over 15 
years, she has worked with UNICEF, the UN and civil society organizations around 
the world to improve the lives of children. 

 
6:00pm Networking Reception 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
  

Order of Events  



 
 
Climate Change, Cities and Youth Engagement 
 
As they become adults, todayʼs generation of children and youth will likely experience the worst 
effects of a changing climate, raising issues of inter-generational equity.  For young people living 
in poverty or social exclusion, this vulnerability is magnified.  Despite these concerns, young 
people are rarely addressed in climate adaptation policies and their potential as agents of 
change is often under-estimated.   
 
The event today highlights the contributions of young people in the fight against climate change.  
It advances the conversation about how children and youth can mobilize to ensure that their 
voices are heard about climate change going forward.  At all levels of decision-making,  
childrenʼs voices must play a significant role in the design and implementation of climate action 
plans, programs and policy going forward. 
 
The event: 

• Shows how urban children and youth can and have brought solutions to current  
environmental issues 

• Proposes ways for children, youth and young people to be engaged politically in  
promoting their own agenda for policy 

• Mobilizes New School students and others to be good climate citizens who are more 
sustainably and politically engaged with climate change issues, particularly within the 
urban environment 

 
 
Conference Organizers 
 
Equity for Children (EFC): 
EFC operates in the United States, Argentina, Mexico and Brazil, and exists to improve the living 
conditions of poor, marginalized and underserved children around the world.  EFC advances an 
agenda of social justice for children and strengthens the impact of programs and policies  
connected to child wellbeing, creating and disseminating knowledge to stimulate critical and 
innovative thinking about child poverty and inequality.  Its knowledge portal is delivered in  
English, Spanish and Portuguese and it is housed at the Studley Graduate Program in  
International Affairs at The New School in New York City. 
 
The Tishman Environment and Design Center (TEDC): 
TEDC fosters the integration of bold design, policy, and social justice approaches to  
environmental issues to advance just and sustainable outcomes in the context of diverse  
community participation.  From its inception in 2005, TEDC has played a vital role at The New 
School and has contributed greatly to the universityʼs environmental philosophy, most notably 
through the launch of an interdisciplinary undergraduate Environmental Studies degree program 
that has provided students from three colleges a wide array of academic experiences and  
supported internships.  TEDC has also played an active role in applying the universityʼs design 
and social justice tenants to the climate change movement, including the launch of the  
universityʼs first Climate Action Week as a leadup to the Peopleʼs Climate March, the largest 
climate protest in history.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About the Speakers 

 
Amanda Cronin, Youth Council Member, iMatter  
Amanda Cronin is a young activist.  She is a junior at Horace Greeley High School, the news 
editor of its school newspaper, a member of Model UN, and a student of its Science Research 
program.  Amanda also takes classes and interns at Writopia Lab, is the media director at the 
Pleasantville Farmers Market, and is a member of the online community, Our Digital Daugh-
ters.  Amanda has contributed articles to local magazines and newspapers and publishes her 
own food activism blog, called Gourmanda.  She is proud to be an active member of iMatterʼs 
Youth Council and is piloting the campaign in her hometown of Chappaqua, NY. 
 
Jefferson Diaz, Youth Leader, Ironbound Community Corporation 
Jefferson Diaz resides in Newark in a neighborhood called Ironbound.  He is 13 years old and 
fights for what is right as an Environmental Justice Leader (EJL).  Jefferson has been an EJL for 
the past two years.  This summer he was part of an Urban Farming Training Program where his 
project consisted of building a hoop house and an urban farm.  Projects like urban farms de-
crease the effects of disasters caused by climate change that could destroy Jeffersonʼs commu-
nity.  Jefferson fights to stop climate change because right now he is young and will experience 
more of climate changeʼs effects than people who are older.  He believes all young people 
should become Environmental Justice Leaders, too, to fight climate change. 
 
Zakeeyah Harris, Youth Leader, Ironbound Community Corporation  
Zakeeyah Harris is 18 years old and lives in Newark, NJ.  She graduated from East Side High 
School in June 2015.  Zakeeyah got involved in social justice through a friend who brought her 
over to the ICC Community Center in her neighborhood.  She found out about climate change for 
the first time when she went to the People's Climate March in September 2014.  Since then she 
has attended rallies, especially for Black Lives Matter.  This summer Zakeeyah participated in 
building a new urban farm in her neighborhood through an Urban Farming Training Program and 
this fall she completed the Environmental Justice Leadership Institute program.  Zakeeyah ac-
tively takes part in movements for climate justice, environmental justice and Black Lives Matter 
because they address issues that consistently affect black and brown people most.  
 
Alex Loznak, Our Childrenʼs Trust  
Alex Loznak is one of 21 young people from across the United States who recently filed suit with 
an Oregon-based nonprofit called Our Children's Trust against the Federal Government to de-
mand a robust national climate policy.  The complaint asserts that the government has violated 
the youngest generationʼs constitutional rights and failed to protect public trust resources.  The 
plaintiffs are seeking a court order requiring the President to immediately implement a national 
plan to decrease atmospheric concentrations of CO2 to a safe level.  Alex is a first-year student 
at Columbia University, and his family lives on a farm in Oregon that his great-great-great-great-
grandmother founded in 1868 after crossing the Oregon Trail.  
 
Anze Zadel, Amenawon Solar School Initiative (2014 New Challenge Project) 
Anze Zadel is a young socially engaged architect and urbanist.  He is currently enrolled in a PhD 
Program in Public and Urban Policy at the Milano School of International Affairs, Management, 
and Urban Policy, The New School, where he is researching policies for more resilient and inclu-
sive environments.  Based on a comparative research on New York City and Lagos he is explor-
ing community participation related to housing and health outcomes.  He is also a Teaching 
Fellow at the Parsons Strategic Design and Management Program, where he teaches Research 
& Development Methods and Information Visualization courses.    
 
 


